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MALARIA IN ALABAMA. 

PREVALENCE AND GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION— 1915 AND 1916. 

The study of the prevalence and geographic distribution of malarial 
fevers in the State of Alabama, through the circularization of the 
practicing physicians, was begun in 1912. Previous reports on this 
subject have been published in the Public Health Reports of October 
25, 1913, and May 1, 1914, and issued as reprints Nos. 108 and 186. 

During 1915 and 1916 the physicians were circularized every three 
months, reply postal cards being used for £he purpose. 

Of the cards sent to the physicians about 12 per cent were returned. 
The number of cards sent out, the number of schedules returned, and 
the counties represented at each circularization are shown in Table 
No. 1 . 
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Relative prevalence of malaria in Alabama, by months, as indicated by the number of 

cases reported. 

It is to be borne in mind that the number of cases reported by the 
physicians does not show the number of cases that actually occurred, 
for an average of only about 12 per cent of the physicians returned 
the schedules. While there must have been many more cases of 
malaria in the State, the reports of the physicians on which this study 
is based are sufficient to show whether malaria was present or absent 
in the several counties, and reasonably accurately the relative 
intensity of the infection in the counties. 
155 
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The cases reported throughout the State by months are shown in 
Table No. 2. The relative numbers of cases reported by months are 
shown in the chart. 

The number of cases reported from the several counties of the 
State are given by race and year in Table No. 3. 

The map on page 2167 shows the relative prevalence of the disease 
in the several counties of the State, the heavier shaded counties being 
those in which the infection was heaviest, the unshaded counties 
those in which the infection was lightest, as indicated by the numbers 
of cases reported. The relative intensity of infection was determined 
by ascertaining the number of cases reported in each county during 
the two years — 1915 and 1916 — per 1,000 population. The popula- 
tion used was that of the 1910 census, it being impracticable to use 
current estimates for the purpose. 

Three cases of hemoglobinuric fever were reported from Marengo 
County during the fourth quarter of 1916. 

Table 1.- — Results of circularization of practicing physicians. 



Period. 



1915. 
January to March — 

April to June 

July to September. . . 
October to December. 

1916. 

January to March 

April to June 

July to September. . . 
October to December 



Inquiry 
cards sent 
to physi- 
cians. 


Replies 
received. 


Percentage 
of replies. 


Counties 
represented 
in replies. 


Counties 

not heard 

from. 


7,050 
2,350 


926 


13.13 


67 




307 


13.06 


65 


2 


2,350 


257 


10.94 


63 


4 


2,350 


294 


12.51 


62 


5 


2,350 


254 


10.81 


62 


5 


2,350 


279 


11.87 


64 


3 


2,350 


261 


11.11 


64 


3 


2,350 


256 


10.89 


63 


4 



Cases of 
malaria 
reported. 



1,170 

1,810 
4, 535 
1,929 



2,393 
6,201 
1,695 





Table 2. — Cases of malaria reported by months. 


Year. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


July. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


1915 


302 

140 


402 
181 


466 
338 


427 
483 


493 
654 


890 
1,256 


1,190 
1,640 


1,406 
2,024 


1,939 
2,597 


870 

866 


679 
547 


380 


1916 


282 
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Table 3. — Cases reported by counties, by years, and by color. 





Calendar year 1915. 


Calendar year 1916. 


County. 


White. 


Colored. 


Com- 
bined. 


White. 


Colored. 


Com- 
bined. 




77 
65 
48 
04 
13 
48 


70 

12 

60 

41 

3 

115 

2 

36 

1 

10 
82 
34 
106 
3 


147 

77 

108 

105 

16 

163 

2 

136 

27 

33 

224 

47 

225 

12 

1 

38 

69 

13 

14 

217 

473 

18 

113 

170 

98 

338 

133 

152 

685 

59 

171 

109 

318 

9 

153 

225 

318 

94 

115 

423 

25 

88 

161 

39 

105 

239 

54 

16 

516 

138 

331 

81 

22 

126 

203 

6 

15 

61 

218 

327 

178 

17 

299 

168 

22 

83 

58 


62 
42 
47 
59 

47 


107 
18 
26 
52 
7 


169 




60 




73 


Bibb 


111 




54 


Bullock 




Butler 


8 
31 


7 

15 


15 




100 
26 
23 

142 
13 

119 
9 
1 
31 
37 
7 
9 

138 

220 
18 
66 

102 
46 

172 
97 
81 


46 








34 

30 

47 

61 

16 

5 

74 

136 

7 

14 

13 

324 

42 

24 

65 

26 

124 

33 

51 

635 

128 

119 

21 

87 

11 

219 

113 

333 

135 

152 

505 

27 

189 

1 

49 

299 

157 

40 

46 

159 

79 

39 

429 

19 

119 

82 

12 

5 

29 

59 

130 

132 

5 

207 

292 

97 

37 

59 


1 
31 
57 
90 

1 


35 




61 




104 




151 




17 




5 


Coffee 


7 

32 

6 

5 

79 

253 


4 
100 
4 
8 
2 
378 


78 




236 




11 




22 




15 




702 




42 


Dale 


47 
68 
52 
166 
36 
71 


5 

102 

2 

147 

22 

7 

64 

5 

10 

44 

113 

10 

31 

31 

197 

92 

55 

57 


29 




167 


Dek.ilb 


28 




271 




55 




58 




599 S(i 


699 




51 
141 

27 
100 

8 


8 

30 

82 

218 

1 


133 




129 




65 


Hale 


200 




21 




MO 13 


250 




174 

192 
69 
88 

350 
17 
5,8 
59 
10 
99 

135 
50 
16 

201 


51 

126 

25 

27 

73 

8 

30 

102 

29 

6 

104 

4 


144 




530 




227 




207 




562 




27 




126 

6 
140 
345 
416 
7 
4 
123 

82 
101 
211 

27 
131 

59 
3 


315 




7 




189 




644 




573 




47 




50 


Mobile 


315 


282 




57 81 


161 




112 

68 
4 

64 

118 

6 

8 

33 
176 
138 
134 

13 
177 
140 

14 

27 

5S 


219 
13 

18 
02 
85 


140 




640 




46 




250 


Pike 


141 




15 




7 
28 
42 
189 
44 
4 
122 
28 
8 
56 


5 


S t . Clair 


4 

3 
212 
44 

2 
164 
75 
47 
90 

6 


33 


Shelby 


62 




342 




176 




7 




371 




367 




144 




127 




65 










5,703 


3,741 


9,444 


6,678 


4,330 


11,008 







